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The President’s Column 

It’s a real honour to have been elected as the 
President of this long established Society.  
Over the forthcoming year I will do all in my 
power to support our members in their     
photographic endeavours and to maintain the 
reputation of SPS.  
 
I hope that you all had a great summer break 
and, like me, are now very much looking   
forward to the new season which starts on 
3rd September.  Thanks to John Innes, we 
have another varied and interesting         
programme as well as workshops and other 
activities.  So plenty to keep us busy. 
 
We will, of course, also be running our usual internal competitions, 
with handing in for the first due on 17th September.  If you haven’t 
entered before, why not make this the year you have a go.  It can    
initially be a bit daunting but it’s a great way to improve your    
photography and get feedback on your work.  In addition, as       
explained by Tony Moir in his article, the more images that are    
entered in our internal competitions, the more that we have to 
choose from when we enter interclub competitions.    
 
It is very pleasing to see so many of our members achieving photo-
graphic success, whether distinctions from RPS and FIAP, or image         
acceptances in prestigious external competitions.  One of the best 
things about our Society is the way that everyone is encouraged to 
improve their photographic skills, through a variety of help and 
support mechanisms.  If you want to take advantage of the         
expertise we have available just ask me or any of the Committee. 
 
Speaking of the Committee, I must take this opportunity to thank 
them both personally and on behalf of every member, for the hard 
work they all put in to make our club so successful.  However, 
many of those on our committee carry out multiple roles, and have 
done so for a long time.  So we are always keen to recruit new   
people onto the committee to spread the workload and also bring in  
fresh ideas.  For example we are currently seeking a new Duty 
Manager and Assistant Lanternists.  It is your Society, so please 
help to support it in as many ways as you can.  Let me know if you 
feel you can help. 
 
And last but not least thanks to Jo Monro for her impressive and 
very creative update of our logo which we are officially launching 
with this newsletter.  More information is on the next page so look 
out for this on all our communications in future. 
 
Bob Breach - President  
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Key dates 

The new season starts 
on Tuesday             

3rd September 

Unless otherwise stated 
all competitions need 
entries submitted no 
later than two weeks 

beforehand. 

Handing in for the   
first aggregate      

competition is due on      
17th September.   

Entries for the Solihull 
Open Exhibition can be 

submitted between  
2nd Nov and 15th Dec. 
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We have a new Society logo by Bob Breach 

Hopefully you will have noticed that we have a brand new logo, thanks to the creative 
design skills of Jo Monro.  Logos are used by many organisations to provide an easily 
recognisable symbol of that organisation.  However they do need to be updated from 
time to time to make sure they reflect modern design ideas. Our last logo was          
introduced ten years ago and thus we felt that it was in need of a refresh.  Jo’s very 
clever new design is the result.  From this month, the new logo will appear on all new 
Society documents, as well as our websites and social media outlets.  We hope you like 
it. 

Our programme for the 2019-20 season is now complete and the final programme will 
be distributed electronically with this newsletter.  Card versions will be available for   
collection at the first meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As well as our usual mix of competitions, and members’ evenings, we have an           
interesting range of external speakers including some old friends such as Irene 
Froy, the queen of the muted landscape, with a new talk, ‘Pastel moments’, and in   
February, Nettie Edwards, an international expert on mobile phone photography.  And 
we shall have some new faces, including Jamie Peters, telling us about the life of an   
army photographer, Nat Coalson talking about photography as fine art, and Chris    
Fairweather talking about experiences in photojournalism. Some of these speakers have 
websites which you might like to visit to get an idea of their work.  

 

http://www.irenefroy.co.uk/ 
 
https://iphonephotographyschool.com/nettie-edwards/ 
 
https://www.natcoalson.com/ 

Please, however, do check our website from time to time, just in case there have been 
any changes. 

Meetings programme for 2019-20 by John Innes 

http://www.irenefroy.co.uk/
https://iphonephotographyschool.com/nettie-edwards/
https://www.natcoalson.com/
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Journey to my LRPS by Phil Moorhouse LRPS 

The Royal Photographic Society offers three levels of distinction which set recognised 
standards of achievement throughout the world. The first is the Licentiate (LRPS), which 
requires a portfolio of images reflecting a range of skills as a photographer. Next, is the  
Associate (ARPS), which requires a body of work demonstrating a very high standard of 
photography, accompanied by a written statement of intent. The Fellowship (FRPS) is the 
highest distinction and requires a distinguished photographic and creative standard,       
accompanied by a statement of intent. 

 
My LRPS distinction was achieved on 
4th July 2019 at the Bristol RPS HQ, 
and featured the images shown here, 
projected digitally rather than as a 
print panel. To achieve LRPS, the  
panel of judges are looking for the 
photographer to demonstrate a wide 
range of skills and techniques, every 
image in the submission meeting   
certain criteria. In particular, for the 
LRPS these are: Camera Work and 
Technical Quality; Visual Awareness; 
Communication; and the Overall     
Impression of the collection of images, 
as a whole.   

 

 

In my LRPS panel, I chose to include a range of 
themes, including: Nature, Cityscape, Studio set-up 
shots and a little of my trade-mark Creative nonsense! 
Techniques such as the use of a slow-shutter speed 
(05 Sparking Wine), the use of a fast shutter speed (08 
Herring Gull Beach-combing), panning (10 Trams Only) 
were included, alongside indoor shots dealing with 
harsh lighting (04 Look But Don’t Touch) and outdoor 
shots (01 Flight Path). 

If you are thinking about submitting a portfolio for 
LRPS distinction, there is plenty of help and support 
available. Distinctions guidelines may be downloaded 

from the RPS web-
site. Online Advice is 
available if you are 
already a member of 
the RPS and Advisory Days are held regularly, where a 
member of the Distinctions Team will offer constructive 
feedback on your proposed portfolio. An alternative is to 
book yourself in to attend one of the assessment days. 
This is a great opportunity to see 20 or more panels 
(some successful, some not), and hear the judges’ feed-
back first-hand. 

The whole experience of LRPS Assessment has been such 
a positive one. The staff at the RPS Headquarters in   
Bristol were truly delightful, and the judges most         
encouraging and professional, tough but fair. Whatever 
the outcome, I would have enjoyed an excellent day out 
and I learned a lot about the standards required for RPS 
distinctions. My successful panel can be viewed at:  

        https://www.poolmeadow.co.uk 

 

 

 

https://www.poolmeadow.co.uk
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Interclub competitions by Tony Moir 

We are a well-established Photographic Society and, as 
such, we have a proud tradition of competing in various  
inter-club competitions.  Two of these are organised       
directly between the clubs involved and others are          
organised by the Midland Counties Photographic Federation 
(MCPF) or by the Photographic Alliance of Great Britain 
(PAGB).  We enjoyed some success in 2018/19 with a  
number of our members receiving awards and several   
having entries accepted into the exhibitions. 

My job is to coordinate entries to these competitions, with 
considerable help from Bob Bracher, Bob Breach and Jo 
Monro on the selection panel.  Some competitions rely on 
individuals to enter their own images.  For the other     
competitions, we choose images that we feel will do well 
but we also aim to include work from as many members as possible.  When you renew 
your subscription, we ask that you give us permission to use any of your images entered 
into internal competitions for Society inter-club competitions.  The table below gives a 
summary of the main competitions we enter - we need a good range of images for these, 
so please make sure you enter as many internal competitions as you can! 

 

 

 

Competition 
 

Approximate date 
 

Nature of         
competition 

 

Method of entry 

 
Three S’s   
inter-club 

 
November 26th 2019 

 
Sheffield, Shillington 

and Solihull each   
enter 20 DPIs.  All 60 
images are judged at 
separate meetings 
held by the three 

clubs and the results 
aggregated 

 
SPS External          
Competition             
Secretary 

 
MCPF Midphot 

 
Mid-February 2020 

entry; 
Mid-March exhibition 

 
Individual            

competition for prints 
or DPIs in a number 

of sections 

 
Individuals enter prints 
or DPIs into the relevant 
sections using the MCPF 
website with the entry 

forms being coordinated 
by the External      

Competitions Secretary 

 
PAGB Cup 

 
Mid-January 2020 

entry 

 
Clubs enter DPIs into 
the GB Cup (Open) or 

GB Cup (Nature) 

 
SPS External           
Competition            
Secretary 

 
Webheath  
inter-club 

 
March 10th 2020 

 
Each club enters 25 
DPIs and they are 

judged once, either at 
Webheath or Solihull 

 
SPS External           
Competition            
Secretary 
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Car parking for Society meetings by Bob Breach  

Congratulations to Navin Kudadia for winning the recent 
Warwickshire Gardens Trust (WGT) 2019 Photographic 
Competition “Spring at Hill Close Gardens” .  Navin    
received a cheque for £50 for the image of  a plant     
barrow with extensive garden scene behind. The judges 
commented that his entry had “a really strong composi-
tion with the trees framing the scene and the barrow in 
the foreground providing a good horizontal contrast. 
The photo has a very definite sense of place”.  

Kitchen and welcome desk rota by Tony Moir 

During the past year, we operated the kitchen and the welcome desk by using a rota.  It 
is very pleasing to say that the approach worked really well and it wasn’t often that there 
were any gaps that needed filling!   

So, once again, very many thanks to all the members who helped to ensure that we were 
all signed in and then fed and watered during the intervals! 

We shall be running the same system next year, with one committee member and one 
other member in the kitchen each week, and one non-committee member operating the 
welcome desk for us.  A new rota will be drawn up and published a week or so into the 
new society year, once we have a reliable list of members. 

Thank you for your help! 

For many years we have kindly been given car parking passes for Solihull School, which 
allowed members to park at the school for our Tuesday evening meetings. Unfortunately 
due to new security arrangements at the school this offer has had to be withdrawn. 
 
As you know we wish to keep the very limited parking at the WI hall available for  
speakers, less mobile members, and those members who need to carry in bulky or 
heavy equipment for the meeting.   
 
For all other members we recommend that you use the Morrisons car park across the 
road from the hall.  Currently this is free to park between 5.00pm and 11.00pm.     
However, if you enter before 5.00pm the car park is for shoppers only and you are    
limited to 1.5 hours.  If in doubt always check before you park. 

Garden photography competition 
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Congratulations to 4 of our members who gained acceptances in the Royal Photographic 

Society Digital Imaging Group Print Exhibition 2019: 

 Jo Monro with "Figure in the Rain" 

 Janet Lee with "Introducing Bearded Iris" 

 Bob Bracher with "The Green Bicycle" 

 Glynis Harrison with "Two Chairs and a Lamp". 

Their photos can be seen in the special RPS DIG Print Exhibition Magazine. 

Member Success  

After the great success of the last Exhibition, the Open Exhibition team and I are busy 
planning for next year.  Dates have been agreed with Solihull School and are as follows: 
 

 Entries open: 2 November 2019 

 Entries close: 15 December 2019 

 Judging weekend:1/2 February 2020 

 Open Exhibition: 29 February 2020 

 
This Exhibition is one of our main external showcase events, and thus we need members 
to do all they can to support it.  I am also very keen that as many of you as possible  
enter the Exhibition and remember that there is an award solely for Solihull SPS     
members.  Also make a note in your diary to keep the 29th February clear so that you 
can come along to show your support. 

Next SPS Open Exhibition by Jim Hiscox 

Technical workshops by Bob Breach 

We have now booked 
dates for technical 
workshops at the    
Solihull Methodist Hall 
for the forthcoming 
season. The hall has 
now installed a lift so 
there is now easier   
access for those   
members with mobility 
issues. 

                              
The dates are as set out in this table and topics will be    
announced nearer the time.  I am always keen to reflect 
members’ interests so please let me know of any      
particular issues you would like covered.  In the      
meantime please note these dates in your diary. 

2019 

Sept 30 

Oct 28 

Nov 25 

2020 

Jan 27 

Feb 24 

Mar 30 

Apr 27 

Jun 29 

Jul 27 

 



Page 7 Newsletter - August 2019 

Image by John Dodson 

What SPS did over the summer  

We organised series of photographic activities over the summer break, including evening 
photowalks, and covering the Solihull Jazz festival.  We also held a very well attended 
workshop led by Anne Sutcliffe.  Here are just a few images that were captured.  More 
can be seen on our Facebook page and website. 

The Jazz Festival 

Image by Ian Nield 

Image by Steve Dingley Image by Jan Lee 

Image by Andy Kelsall Image by Dave Venables 
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Image by Tony Moir 

Solihull and Warwick Photowalks 

Image by Richard Lloyd 

Image by Jim Hiscox Image by Bob Breach 

Image by Jim Hiscox Image by Bob Bracher 
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Membership renewal by Jim Hiscox  

DPI entries for internal competitions by Jim Hiscox 

By the time this newsletter is published you should have received an email reminder to 
renew your membership. If you haven’t, do let me know so that I can check the status. 
You can renew straight away if you wish by sending a cheque to Richard Lloyd, or con-
tact him or me for the bank codes if you want to pay electronically (for security reasons 
we don’t put personal addresses on the website but our phone numbers are there). The  
simplest way though is to pay at the first meeting you attend but do note that only fully 
paid-up members are eligible to enter internal competitions so you do need to pay      
before the end of September. 
 
Any queries regarding membership please get in touch. 

You should already be aware that I handed the Lanternist baton over to John Innes at 
the end of last season. This means he, and not I, will be responsible for gathering, 
sorting and projecting the digital images from September onwards. I’ve been doing this 
role from before we adopted PhotoComp software, and have been pretty much the   
exclusive user ever since, so I am well versed in the software’s little vagaries. I’m also 
well versed in the vagaries of member entries! So to give John a fighting chance here is 
a little reminder of the important things to remember when sending entries in. There 
aren’t that many but even seasoned members get it wrong now and then…… 
 
Image size;  1600px WIDE BY 1200PX HIGH. NEVER THE OTHER WAY ROUND! If you 
submit a smaller size it will be projected as a smaller image, the software can be set to 
enlarge to the standard but you really wouldn’t want that believe me. Larger sizes will 
be reduced to standard BUT this will be done ‘on-the-fly’ by the competition software 
using I don’t know what algorithms. It is not necessary to set a resolution because the 
projected image size is determined by the projector’s optics but if you want to set it to 
something then 72dpi will do as well as anything. 
 
Image Colour Space; set this to s-RGB. If set to any other colour space the project-
ed colours have less chance of being what you intended, and although our projector is 
very good there are some colours that your monitor can display but which the projector 
can not so giving it the correct colour space is a Good Thing. 
 
File Name; Now this is very important; every internal competition I have run, and 
I’ve been doing it for years, has required one or more file names to be corrected. This 
is a pain! So please please try to use the required format. I am aware that it differs 
from other societies that some of you belong to but there only three files per         
competition (usually) so it’s not that hard. And I will refer you to the last sentence of 
the opening paragraph! Here is the format; 
 
Your Name#Title#1 Note that the ‘1’ at the end remains the same for every entry. 
The reason is partly historic and dates back to when we used to have two levels, but it 
is necessary in order for the software to recognise entries. 
 
Unless John decides to change the process all entries must be sent to 
dpi@solihullphotographicsociety.co.uk  
 
Any that are sent to a different email address may well get missed and won’t be       
entered. 
 
That’s it, thanks for reading and taking note, I’m sure John will be very grateful! 

mailto:dpi@solihullphotographicsociety.co.uk

